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Annual  Report  for  1925 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the 
Stainland  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  report  on 
the  health  and  various  other  conditions  of  our  township. 

The  number  of  births  registered  was  56,  viz.  28  males 
and  28  females  giving  a  birth  rate  of  12'7  per  1000,  as 
compared  with  13 '6  in  1924.  There  is  thus  a  slight  decrease 
in  the  past  year.  There  were  2  illegitimate  male  births. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  60,  viz.  24  males 
and  36  females.  This  gives  a  mortality  rate  of  13’6  as 
compared  with  19’1  in  1924.  One  female  died  in  the  district 
who  was  only  temporarily  living  here.  The  remaining  59 
include  the  deaths  of  residents  of  this  area  who  died  away 
from  their  proper  residence.  The  actual  number  of  Stainland 
residents  dying  in  our  area  was  50. 

The  number  of  inquests  held  was  5. 

The  estimated  population  was  4398. 

The  Causes  of  death  are  classified  as  under : — 


Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  9 

Accident  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chronic  Gastritis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Senile  Decay  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Eespiratory  Diseases...  ...  ...  3 
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Strangulated  Hernia  ...  ...  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chronic  Eheumatism...  ...  ...  1 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  1 

Paralysis  Agitans  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  6 

Cancer...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Teething  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Enteric  Fever...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cerebral  Tumour  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pregnancy  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Chronic  Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Epilepsy  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Otitis  Media  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Ill-defined  Diseases  ...  ...  2 


Total  ...  60 

Infectious  Diseases.  During  the  past  year  43  cases  were 
notified ;  this  was  an  increase  on  the  year  before  and  was  to 
some  extent  accounted  for  by  the  presence  of  Chicken-Pox. 
They  are  classified  as  under : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Enteric  Fever...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Chicken-Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary)  ...  ...  2 

Tuberculosis  (other  than  Pulmonary)  1 


Total  ...  43 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  Malaria,  nor  any  other  cases 
of  disease  resulting  from  the  war  such  as  Trench  Fever. 


No  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  reported. 


5 


There  were  only  2  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  the  district : 
in  all  cases  of  this  disease,  either  definite  or  only  strongly 
suspicious,  use  is  made  of  the  Anti- Diphtheritic  serum ;  it  has 
been  found  that  early  use  of  the  serum  is  attended  with  very 
much  better  results  than  if  postponed  to  a  later  time ;  and  if 
it  should  happen  that  it  be  used  for  suspicious  cases  which 
turn  out  later  to  be  not  Diphtheria,  the  throat  condition  clears 
up  more  quickly  than  it  otherwise  would  have  done.  Neither 
the  Schick  nor  the  Dick  tests  have  been  used  in  this  area : 
these  are  used  respectively  for  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever. 
Infectious  cases  which  cannot  properly  be  attended  to  at  home 
are  removed  to  the  Huddersfield  Borough  Isolation  Hospital. 
Up  to  the  middle  of  the  year  under  review  our  cases  had  been 
accommodated  by  the  Halifax  Sanitary  Authority,  but  we  were 
then  notified  that  they  would  be  unable  to  be  taken  in,  and  so 
your  Council  came  to  an  arrangement  with  Huddersfield. 

Scarlet  Fever.  16  cases  of  this  disease  occurred,  9  were 
removed  to  Isolation  Hospital :  it  is  a  long  time  since  we 
suffered  from  any  return  cases  of  this  disease. 

Enteric  Fever.  There  were  2  cases  of  this  disease,  one 
was  removed  to  Hospital  and  got  well,  the  other  died  at  home. 
As  far  as  I  know  there  are  no  carriers  of  this  disease  in  the 
district. 

Chicken-Pox  is  notifiable,  but  not  Measles  or  Whooping 
Cough. 

Small-Pox.  There  were  no  cases  of  this  disease  ;  whilst 
on  this  subject  it  is  worth  while  to  consider  the  question  of 
vaccination  as  seen  in  this  district.  The  people  here  are 
strongly  opposed  to  this  form  of  preventive  medicine  excepting 
when  the  disease  is  actually  present,  as  happened  a  good  many 
years  back. 

My  experience  is  that  the  reasons  given  for  objecting  to 
vaccination  springs  more  from  selfishness  than  any  other 
cogent  reason,  the  parents  generally  say  Oh  !  the  baby 
has  been  such  a  good  one,  and  it  seems  such  a  pity  to  turn  it 
into  an  irritable  one,”  or  on  the  other  hand  if  it  has  been  an 
irritable  one  to  make  it  more  so  :  the  parents  do  not  wish  to 
have  restless  days  and  nights. 
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I  personally  have  never  seen  a  baby  which  appeared  any 
worse  for  this  treatment. 

In  the  year  just  ended  there  were  56  births.  The  total 
number  of  exemptions  granted  was  37  ;  3  for  whom  no 
exemption  was  asked  for,  but  who  have  not  been  vaccinated. 
Of  the  remaining  16,  8  have  been  vaccinated  by  myself  as 
Public  Vaccinator,  the  others  having  been  done  by  the  Private 
Medical  Attendant. 

During  the  period  I  have  been  here  as  Public  Vaccinator, 
which  is  nearly  16  years,  I  have  vaccinated  122  persons,  of 
which  20  were  over  the  age  of  16. 

Tuberculosis.  There  were  only  2  cases  of  this  disease  of 
the  lungs  and  one  case  of  non-pulmonary  disease  notified. 

The  treatment  given  to  these  cases  remains  the  same,  viz. 
they  are  advised  to  go  to  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  of 
which  there  is  one  at  Sowerby  Bridge  and  one  at  Huddersfield, 
both  of  which  belong  to  the  West  Riding  County  Authority. 
At  these  treatment  centres  the  cases  are  dealt  with  according 
to  the  stage  the  disease  has  reached. 

Early  cases  are  sent  to  one  of  the  various  Sanitoria  which 
are  under  the  control  of  the  County,  provided  that  the  patient 
or  their  parents  are  willing,  or  possibly  in  some  cases  they  are 
treated  at  the  Dispensary  only.  In  advanced  cases  treatment 
lies  between  Dispensary  or  Home  treatment,  or  both. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  Sanatorium  to  which  very  advanced 
and  hopeless  cases  can  be  sent  in  which  to  end  their  days. 
The  after  treatment  of  all  these  cases  is  a  very  difficult 
question  on  the  return  from  a  Sanatorium,  as  are  also  the 
questions  of  return  to  the  original  home,  and  to  work. 

Now  after  13  years  of  treatment  of  this  disease  one  is 
able  to  form  some  slight  idea  as  to  the  efficacy  of  Sanatorium 
treatment.  This  may  be  considered  under  two  heads  : — 

1.  Permanent  Cure.  Only  if  the  case  is  found  and  treated 
in  the  early  stage,  or  better  still  in  the  pre-tubercular 
stage  can  such  an  event  be  expected.  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  a  great  mistake  is  made  both  by  Medical 
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men  and  patients  in  procrastinating  in  getting  proper 
treatment  :  the  former  in  the  fact  that  they  may  be 
very  suspicious  about  the  presence  of  the  disease,  and 
yet  not  being  absolutely  certain,  do  not  inform  the 
patient,  and  the  latter  because  they  will  not  do  anything 
unless  positive  proof  of  the  presence  of  the  disease  is 
given.  Patients  or  their  friends  are  not  as  a  rule 
grateful  if  offered  suspicion  only  in  this  trouble.  You 
cannot  hang  a  man  for  murder  on  suspicion  only,  but 
I  think  you  may  kill,  or  try  to  kill,  the  Tubercle 
Bacillus  if  you  have  a  reasonable  suspicion  of  its 
presence,  and  then  only  will  it  be  found  that  early 
treatment  in  a  Sanatorium  is  attended  with  success. 

2.  Palliative  Treatment.  In  cases  other  than  the  above  this 
treatment  is  simply  patching,  cases  improving  as  a  rule 
up  to  a  certain  point,  only  however  to  relapse  on  their 
return  home. 

Cancer.  There  were  4  deaths  from  this  disease  during 
the  year,  giving  a  death  rate  of  '909  per  1,000,  the  average 
rate  for  the  previous  4  years  being  I'l. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  all  cases  of  malignant  disease 
should  be  made  notifiable,  also  presence  or  absence  of  operative 
or  surgical  treatment,  and  the  duration  of  life.  All  these  data 
should  be  given  to  the  Cancer  Eesearch  Committee  rather 
than  to  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

In  the  past  the  Medical  Profession  used  to  be  afraid  that 
notification  of  what  might  be  called  constitutional  disease 
would  prevent  people  suffering  from  these  consulting  a  Doctor 
for  fear  of  it  becoming  public :  compare  the  case  of  Tubercular 
Disease,  the  advent  of  notifying  the  latter  did  not  so  act.  I 
personally  only  know  of  one  case  of  Cancer  in  this  district 
which  was  alive  3  years  after  operative  treatment,  which  used 
to  be  the  criterion  as  whether  there  had  been  a  cure  or  not. 

I  sometimes  wonder  whether  there  is  any  relationship 
between  bad  teeth  and  its  often  accompanying  oral  or  mouth 
Sepsis  and  Cancer  ;  during  the  three  years  I  was  Medical 
Ofiicer  in  Papua  I  only  found  one  case  of  Cancer  in  the 
natives — they  never  suffered  from  any  trouble  with  their  teeth. 
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I  append  below  a  table  shewing  the  deaths 

from  Tuber- 

culosis.  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary,  and  Cancer  in  the 
last  5  years  : 

Pulmonary  T.B.  Other  T.B.  Cancer. 

1921 

5  2 

9 

1922 

2 

4 

1923 

3 

5 

1924 

4 

7 

1925 

3 

4 

Total 

17  2 

29 

Eateable  Value  of  Buildings  ...  £23,738  15s.  Od. 

,,  ,,  Land  ...  £2,135  15s.  Od. 

Bate  represented  by  Id.  in  £  ...  £101  2s.  9d. 

The  Township  of  Stainland  is  situated  in  the  West  Biding 
of  Yorkshire  and  forms  part  of  the  Parliamentary  Division  of 
Elland,  lying  4  miles  South-South-West  of  Halifax  and  5  miles 
North-West  of  Huddersfield,  to  which  in  part  it  is  actually 
adjacent.  Its  other  boundaries  are  Elland  on  the  East,  Greet- 
land  and  Barkisland  on  the  West. 

In  area  it  covers  2,273  acres,  is  very  hilly,  the  highest 
point  above  sea  level  being  1,000  feet. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  last  census  was 
1,260,  and  now  1,256.  The  number  of  families  or  separate 
occupiers  at  last  census  was  1,224  (1921). 

The  atmosphere  is  very  bracing  and  damp,  rainfall 
plentiful,  owing  however  to  the  porousness  of  the  underlying 
sub-strata  the  ground  surface  is  not  quite  so  wet  as  it  would 
otherwise  be. 

The  soil  is  partly  rock,  partly  clay,  and  partly  gravel. 

The  last  census  gave  the  population  as  4,520,  and  the 
estimated  population  for  last  year  is  4,398. 
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The  population  mostly  work  in  the  woollen  and  cotton 
factories  which  form  the  staple  industries  of  the  place. 


There  is  not  any  special  prevalence  of  any  disease  which 
could  be  put  down  to  their  work. 


The  amount  of  the  Poor  Law  Belief  is  not  excessive. 


The  various  Hospitals  and  Institutions  to  which  people 
from  the  district  are  sent  are  : — 

(a)  The  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  at  Sowerby  Bridge  and 

Huddersfield. 

(b)  The  various  Sanatoria  in  the  West  Biding. 

(c)  One  special  Hospital  for  Tubercular  Diseases  of  Joints. 

{d)  Halifax  and  Huddersfield  Boyal  Infirmaries,  to  which 
children  are  also  sent. 

(e)  Isolation  Hospital  at  Huddersfield  for  Infectious  Cases. 

(/)  Small-Pox  Joint  Hospital  which  is  in  Elland  close  to 
our  boundary. 

(g)  Poor  Law  Hospital  at  Halifax,  to  which  incurable  cases 
are  sent  which  are  unable  to  be  treated  at  home. 


There  is  no  special  Institution  to  which  unmarried 
mothers,  illegitimate,  or  homeless  children  can  be  sent  ;  if 
occasion  arises  these  cases  would  be  doubtless  looked  after  by 
the  Halifax  Guardians. 

Methods  for  the  conveyance  of  sick  persons  to  the  various 
Hospitals.  Originally  there  was  a  horse  ambulance  which 
was  purchased  as  a  memorial  to  the  late  Dr.  A.  W.  Dickson, 
and  which  was  handed  over  to  the  care  of  your  Council,  this 
has  now  been  replaced  by  the  use  of  the  motor  ambulances 
belonging  to  the  adjoining  towns.  Of  course,  infectious  cases 
are  removed  in  proper  conveyances. 
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There  are  no  special  clinics  for  children  or  pregnant 
women  actually  in  the  district ;  there  is,  I  believe,  one  for 
children  held  in  Elland,  but  very  little  use  of  it  is  made  by 
the  people  of  this  district  as  far  as  I  know. 


Venereal  clinics  are  held  at  the  Halifax  and  Huddersfield 
Infirmaries. 


The  Officers  of  the  Sanitary  Staff  are 

Noel  C.  Beaumont,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Mr.  H.  E.  Moses,  A.R.S.I.,  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Waterworks  Manager, 

and  therefore  remains  the  same  as  formerly. 

Nursing.  For  upwards  of  the  last  20  years  there  existed 
the  Stainland  Nursing  Association  which  was  originated 
through  a  private  Gentleman  living  in  the  District,  and  was 
kept  going  by  voluntary  subscriptions.  During  the  last  few 
years  there  has  been  such  a  falling  off  of  subscriptions  that 
the  Association  became  defunct.  The  same  nurse  is  still 
working  but  how  she  is  paid  is  not  clear.  Some  years  back 
the  question  of  getting  a  monetary  grant  from  the  County 
Council  was  considered,  but  as  such  grant  meant  a  certain 
amount  of  control  by  the  County  over  the  nurse  the  matter 
was  dropped. 

The  above  nurse  is  the  only  certified  midwife  in  the 
district. 


No  midwives  are  subsidized  by  your  Council. 


Acts  adopted  by  your  Council : — 

Date  of  adoption. 

Public  Health  Act  Amendment,  1890, 

part  3  ...  ...  ...  ...  13th  Feb.,  1893 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892  ...  13th  Feb.,  1893 


Public  Health  Act  Amendments  Act, 
1907  (Parts  2,  3,  4  and  6) 


26th  Sept.,  1912 
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Public  Health  Act,  1925  (Part  2, 

Part  3 — except  section  4 — and 

Part  4)  ...  ...  ...  ...  26th  Jan.,  1925 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  New  Streets 

and  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  27th  Oct.,  1925 


Regulations  with  respect  to  Dairies, 

Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ...  13th  Jan.,  1925 


Water.  The  present  reservoir  at  Coldacre  was  constructed 
in  1891-92,  having  a  capacity  of  6,750,000  gallons,  which 
equals  112  days’  supply. 

The  average  rainfall  in  the  district  is  about  44  ins.  per 
annum.  The  source  of  the  water  is  from  springs,  no  surface 
water  being  collected. 

The  quality  of  the  water  is  good  and  has  no  plumbo 
solvent  action.  No  outbreak  of  disease  has  ever  been  attributed 
to  the  supply. 

992  houses  are  supplied  from  your  reservoir,  76  houses 
are  supplied  from  Huddersfield  Corporation  and  91  are 
supplied  from  Halifax  Corporation. 

167  houses  in  the  scattered  parts  of  the  district  obtain 
their  supply  from  springs. 

In  1923  more  water  was  obtained  from  an  area  called 
Patmos,  thus  increasing  the  yield  by  6i  million  gallons  per 
year.  The  supply  is  constant  and  in  all  cases  supplied  direct 
to  the  houses. 

Streams.  There  is  no  pollution  of  note. 

Sewerage.  During  the  past  5  years  your  Council 
decided  to  spend  £500  each  year  on  the  laying  of  new  sewers  : 
by  this  means  all  the  populace  and  closely  built  centres  of  the 
district  have  been  properly  sewered :  wherever  possible  these 
have  been  connected  to  the  Sewage  works  at  Holywell 
Green  where  it  is  treated  on  the  percolating  filter  system. 
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In  the  more  scattered  parts  where  sewerage  is  impossible 
the  refuse  is  treated  by  disposal  on  the  land.  It  is  hoped, 
however,  in  the  future  to  deal  with  these  in  a  similar  way. 

Closet  Accommodation.  There  existed  in  the  district 
on  31st  December,  1923,  the  following  types  and  numbers  : — 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  362 


Waste  Water  Closets 
Tub  Closets 
Privy  Middens 


36 

419 

90 


Total  ...  907 


During  the  past  4  years  117  closets  have  been  constructed 
on  the  water  carriage  system,  replacing  tub  closets  and  privies 
and  providing  additional  accommodation.  These  conversions 
have  been  made  at  the  owner’s  expense. 

Scavenging.  Your  Council  undertakes  all  the  cleansing 
of  earth  closets,  etc.  The  contents  of  tubs  and  closets  are 
disposed  of  as  manure  to  the  local  farmers  :  ashpit  rubbish  is 
placed  on  tips  owned  by  the  Council.  821  loads  of  tub  refuse 
and  1499  loads  of  refuse  were  disposed  of,  the  cost  of  this 
being  £666  Os.  Od.  Movable  dustbins  are  not  generally 
adopted  in  the  district.  During  the  past  5  years  249  ashbins 
have  been  provided  and  the  number  is  increasing  yearly : 
these  are  substantially  built  with  impervious  floors  and 
proper  doors. 

Housing.  10  houses  have  been  erected  by  your  Council 
under  the  1914  Act,  and  6  houses  in  addition  have  been 
erected  by  private  persons  and  in  which  subsidies  have  been 
granted  under  the  1923  Act.  There  are  very  few  cases  of 
real  overcrowding,  and  as  the  Council  Housing  Scheme 
increases  this  should  disappear  completely. 

Milk  Supply.  This  is  good :  no  outbreaks  of  disease 
attributable  to  this  commodity.  There  are  116  cowsheds  in 
the  district  and  66  registered  cowkeepers  in  the  district. 
The  condition  of  the  cowsheds  remains  much  the  same  as 
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reported  in  1923.  There  were  no  milk  prosecutions,  nor  have 
I  heard  of  any  milk  samples  taken  which  I  believe  is 
undertaken  more  by  the  County  Authority  than  by  the  Local 
x\uthority. 

Workshops  and  Factories.  There  are  16  in  the 

district  and  these  are  regularly  inspected  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  7  Smoke  observations  were  taken  and  2  cautions 
issued. 

Slaughter  Houses  and  Meat  Inspecting.  There  are 
6  registered  slaughter  houses  in  the  district  which  are  kept 
under  regular  surveillance. 


Meat  Inspection.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  was  appointed 
as  Officer  under  the  regulations  which  came  into  force  last 
year. 


The  Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  18‘2. 
The  Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12'2. 

Tables  for  the  Years  1921-25. 


BIETHS. 

Rate 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

per  1000. 

1921 

32 

29 

51 

10*6 

1922 

28 

30 

58 

12*1 

1923 

32 

44 

76 

16*3 

1924 

27 

35 

62 

13*6 

1925 

28 

28 

56 

12*7 

DEATHS. 


1921 

30 

35 

65 

13*5 

1922 

26 

30 

56 

12*1 

1923 

21 

40 

61 

13*6 

1924 

33 

54 

87 

19*1 

1925 

24 

36 

60 

13*5 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 
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INFECTIOUS  FEVEES. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria.  Enteric.  Pneumonia. 

6 

18  5 

5 

23 

3  1 

2 

9 

2  0 

5 

2 

1  2 

8 

16 

2  2 

6 

Erysipelas. 

Sleepy  Sickness. 

Poliomyelitis. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Tuberculosis. 

Lungs.  Other. 

Puerperal  Sepsis. 

Chicken-Pox. 

4  1 

4  0 

6  1 

1 

3 

3  2 

2 

2  1 

10 

Totals. 

42 
35 
28 
23 

43 
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